













is	 not	 just	 a	 study	 of	 specific	 sites,	 but	 the	 study	
of	them	in	the	context	of	the	natural	and	historical	






















































landscape	 barriers	 (lakes,	 firths,	wide	 rivers,	 etc.),	




































fenses	 in	 some	state	 cities	 from	 the	 second	half	of	











For	mapping	 and	 terrain	models	modern	 topo-
graphic	maps	at	the	scale	of	1 : 25 000	and	1 : 10 000,	
which	 were	 geo-coded	 in	 the	 ArcMap	 8.3,	 were	
used.	 Next,	 with	 the	 previously	 coded	 maps	 the	
data	about	the	heights	was	recorded	in	a	form	of	a	







there	are	 two	main	variants	 for	 reconstructing	 the	
paleo-geographical	 situation	 on	 the	 Taman	 penin-
sula.	Supporters	of	the	first	variant	are	of	the	view	
that	 in	 ancient	 times	 the	 area	was	 a	 system	 of	 is-
lands	 (Montpereux	1839,	38–80;	Ponochevny	1891,	
1–60;	 Bashkirov	 1927,	 7;	Wojtsechowski	 1929,	 4–9;	 
Abramov / Paromov	 1993,	 45).	 The	 second	 variant	
Fig.	1. The	“dependent	territory”	was	first	created	by	Thyssen’s	method	and	adjusted	manually	afterwards.
	 Identifying	Settlement	Patterns	and	Territories	 3
of	 Phanagoria	 and	 Tanais	 there	 is	 some	 evidence	
from	narrative	sources	(App.	Mithr.	120;	Strabo,	XI,	
493)	that	to	a	certain	extent	are	confirmed	by	archae-
ological	evidence.	When	 it	comes	 to	 the	 two	other	
state	 cities	 (Gorgippia	 and	 Germonassa)	 there	 is	
no	such	evidence.	Yet,	there	are	inscriptions	dating	
around	the	1st–2nd	centuries	AD	which	report	on	the	





1st–2nd	 centuries	 BC	 tsarist	 power	 did	 not	 display	
any	 interest	 in	 proper	 defense	 of	 cities.	 Perhaps,	
this	situation	with	the	defensive	walls	of	state	cities	
at	 the	Asian	Bosporus	was	due	to	the	fact	 that	 the	
tsarist	 government	 tried	 to	destroy	 the	 state	 cities	
as	 centres	 of	 separatism	 that	possessed	 significant	
military	 and	 economic	 potential.	 In	 this	 case	 the	
parallel	 with	 the	 development	 of	 fortifications	 in	
Europe	 in	 the	Middle	Ages	 is	noteworthy.	During	
Fig.	2. Creating	a	landscape	model	of	Taman	peninsula.
the	period	of	establishment	of	absolutism,	the	city’s	
defense	 system	 was	 either	 completely	 destroyed	
or	 brought	 to	 such	 a	 physical	 condition	 that	 they	
could	not	be	a	serious	obstacle	for	the	troops	of	the	 
King.	





ning	of	 the	2nd	 century	AD;	23	of	 them	have	some	




earthworks	 for	 their	defense.	 In	 such	 fortifications	








































0.05–1 ha	 and	 can	 be	 classified	 into	 three	 groups:	
smallest,	with	an	area	of	up	to	0.2 ha	(there	are	three	
such	fortresses);	medium	size	from	0.2–0.5 ha	(there	
are	 seven	 such	 fortresses),	 and	 larger	 than	 0.5 ha	
(four	 fortresses).	 The	 group	 of	 the	 smallest	 for-
tresses	(0.05–0.2 ha)	consists	of	three	fortresses:	Bat-
tareika	2	(S	=	0.12 ha),	Fontalovskoe	6	(S	=	0.13 ha)	
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also	 provides	 grounds	 for	 certain	 conclusions:	 In	
the	 western	 part	 of	 the	 peninsula	 (in	 the	 Fanta-
lovsky	peninsula	 region	=	Kimmeriysky	 Island	re-
gion)	adobe	fortresses	were	located	which	deployed	
regular	 troops.	 Thus,	 these	 fortresses	 were	 forts	
serving	 as	 a	 basis	 for	 communication.	Whereas	 in	
















evident.	 The	 government	 fortifications	were	 inad-
equate,	so	people	had	to	build	their	own.	There	are	
not	many	 fortresses,	 and	 they	 are	 all	 large,	 as	 the	
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